Review of Genesis 1-3 
Intermediate Bible Discussion Group (DG)

Goal: Read, discuss and review the story of creation and the first sin found in Genesis chapters 1-3. 

Suggested version: Contemporary English Version

Suggested schedule of Discussions and Reviews:

· DG1 – The story of creation
Gen 1:1-24

Key concepts: genesis is Greek for “beginning”; good=Godly
Before and after each day of creation, practice the sequence/ order of creation. For example: just before reading verse 20, have the group recite what God created. “Day 1 - light, day and night; Day 2 – sky; Day 3 – land, ocean and plants; Day 4 – moon and the stars.” “Now let’s read about Day 5, the fifth day.” 

· DG2 – Gen 1:26-2:4a and Review 1

Key concepts: present phrase “in our image”=”like us” [commonly used]; Discuss “us”;  authority/rule;  provided; Discuss the fact that God was pleased – He has a personality and can be pleased or displeased.
· DG3 – The Garden of Eden 
Gen 2:4b-25

Key concepts:  Spiritual vs. physical life; God is source of life; job or purpose (v.15); rule/ law; discussion of marriage and concept of spiritual union to “become like one person”; ashamed
· DG4 – Review 2 and Gen 3:1-8
Key concepts: God has an enemy(s); to challenge God and tempt woman/man; to lie; to “lust after” 
· DG5 – Discuss the three reactions to disobedience: guilt, shame and
fear (Gen 3: 7, 8) and Review 3 on the first sin.
Key concepts: sin; spiritual death
· DG6 – Read and discuss:

Gen 3:9-13 Key concepts: blame/responsibility; opportunity for confession
Gen 3:14-20 Key concepts: curse

Gen 3:21-24 Key concepts: provision, protection from God’s wrath, banishment/separation from God; 
· DG7 – Continue discussion of Gen 3:21 and Review 4

Key concepts: inadequacy of man’s efforts to get right with God, God’s love and provision, blood (sacrifice), God’s way
· DG8 – Discuss names of Jesus in relation to Gen 3:21. Four main
questions:
“What did the disciple John say about Jesus?” Read John 1:1-15. 

Key concepts: Word, Light, Jesus was/is God. Intro John the Baptist (differentiate from the author of book of John)

“What did John the Baptist say about Jesus?” Read John 1:28-30.

Key concepts: Lamb of God 
“What did Jesus say about Himself?” Read John 14:6,7. 

Key concepts: Way, Truth, Life.  To each student: “Remember the story of God’s gift of clothing to Adam and Eve? OK. Pick one of these three names of Jesus and tell me why you think he was called that.” 
Tips: 

1) Try not to present more than 5or 6 new words in a session. Have the students keep a journal of new words. Be diligent to plan and provide opportunities each meeting for the students to review and USE the new words from previous sessions - repetition in meaningful context.
2) Ask individuals frequently to RETELL parts of the reading. Mix up the “tasks” within (and between) sessions. For example: 

a. Student 1 reads a few verses for comprehension

b. Facilitator asks the group “What words are new to you?” Explains any misunderstood words.

c. Student 3 reads same passage again for pronunciation.

d. Group repeats words/phrases together
e. Students 2, 3, and 4 retells it in his own words 

f. To group: “What did those verses say/mean…what lessons do you see?”

g. To any volunteers: “What do those verses say about God? What is He like?”

h. “How could this story help you this week?”

3) Ask open ended questions that provoke thought and challenge their use of English.

Review 1

The Story of Creation

Genesis 1

A. Working with a partner, put the following sentences into the correct order. You may need to look again at the written story in Genesis 1:1 - 2:4a. 
___God made sea creatures and birds.

_1_God made light.

___God made land, named the ocean and created plants.
___God made animals and humans.

___God made the sky.
___God rested.

___God made the sun, moon and stars.

___God put man into the Garden of Eden to take care of it.

B. Each student should retell the story of Genesis 2. They can read from the numbered list above, or tell the story themselves. Before each part of the story, add one of the following expressions of time:
First,
  Next,
Then,
       After that,
Soon,       Finally,

C. After reading about how God created the world, what do you think God is like? Discuss your description of God with the group. Write down some sentences describing God.
1. God is ____________________________________________.

2. God is ____________________________________________.

3. God ______________________________________________.

4. God ______________________________________________.

5. God ______________________________________________.

Review 2

God Creates Man and Woman

Genesis 2

A. Working with a partner, put the following sentences into the correct order. You may need to look again at the written story in Genesis 2:4b-25. 
___God made woman out of a rib.

_1_God made man out of soil.

___God breathed life into man.

___God said if you disobey me, you will die.

___God said, “It isn’t good for man to live alone.”
___The man and the woman were naked but not ashamed.

___God said to eat fruit from any tree except one.

___God put man into the Garden of Eden to take care of it.

B. Each student should retell the story of Genesis 2. They can read from the numbered list above, or tell the story themselves. Before each part of the story, add one of the following expressions of time:
First,
  Next,
Then,
       After that,
Soon,       Finally,
C. Ask the question, “What is God like?” for each numbered sentence in A. Write down ideas that are shared in the group.

1. God is _Creator,   He creates,  Artist_____________________.

2. God ______________________________________________.

3. God ______________________________________________.

4. God ______________________________________________.

5. God ______________________________________________.

6. God ______________________________________________.

7. God ______________________________________________.

8. God ______________________________________________.

Review 3
The First Sin
Genesis 3
A. Working with a partner, put the following sentences into the correct order. You may need to look again at the written story in Genesis 3:1-8. 
___The woman lusted after the fruit.

_1_The snake said, “Did God really say not to eat that fruit?”
___The woman ate the fruit.

___The snake replied, “No, you won’t die!”
___The woman wanted the wisdom that the snake had promised.

___The woman answered, “Yes, God said not to eat or touch that one fruit or we will die.”
___The woman gave the fruit to the man and he ate it too.
___The snake said, “You will know the difference between right and wrong and will be just like God!”
B. Each student should retell the story of the first sin in Genesis 3. They can read from the numbered list above, or tell the story themselves. Before each part of the story, add one of the following expressions of time:
First,
  Next,
Then,
       After that,
Soon,       Finally,

C. Ask the question, “What does this show me about God; the enemy; or people?” for each numbered sentence in A. Write down ideas that are shared in the group.

1. The enemy ________________________________________.

2. God ______________________________________________.
3. The enemy ________________________________________.
4. The enemy ________________________________________.

5. People ____________________________________________.

6. People ____________________________________________.

7. People ____________________________________________.

8. People ____________________________________________.

Review 4
The Results of Sin
Genesis 3
A. Working with a partner, put the following sentences into the correct order. You may need to look again at the written story in Genesis 3:7-24. 

___They were frightened and hid behind some trees.
___God made clothes out of animal skins.

___God cursed the snake, woman and man.

___The man and woman spiritually died.
___They sewed coverings out of fig leaves.

___They heard God walking in the garden.

___God sent them out of the garden.

___God questioned them.

___Adam blamed Eve, then Eve blamed the snake.

___They knew they were naked.

B. Each student should retell the story of the results of sin in Genesis 3. They can read from the numbered list above, or tell the story themselves. Before each part of the story, add one of the following expressions of time:
First,
  Next,
Then,
       After that,
Soon,       Finally,

C. Ask the question, “What is God like?” or “What is true about people?”  for each numbered sentence in A. Write down ideas that are shared in the group.

1. People’s __spirit is either dead or alive___________________.

2. People ____________________________________________.

3. People ____________________________________________.

4. God ______________________________________________.

5. People ____________________________________________.

6. God ______________________________________________.

7. People ____________________________________________.

8. God ______________________________________________.

9. God ______________________________________________.

10. God ____________________________________________​​__.
