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Mission Statement for the English Conversation Partner Program
“Our mission is simply for the student to meet with a native English-speaking Christian and practice English in a safe environment.”

Goals

· For the students we are working with to improve their English conversational skills and gain confidence in their abilities; the priority is high on building relationships using English and low on instructional grammar
· The English Conversation Partner will learn a lot about the student, about being an immigrant, about the student's country and culture, about the student's values and worldview.  
· The English Conversation Partners will have opportunities to share their values, their spiritual life, and the Gospel. They will also find that this will be easier and more pleasant to do than with their American acquaintances.  
NOTE: The English Conversation Partner needs to know up front that many students come to the US for its economic opportunities and freedoms but at the same time strongly dislike American culture. Accordingly, they need to guard against being offended and becoming defensive. Listen, ask questions and learn.

Commitment: Time

English Conversation Partners are expected to commit to meet at least every two weeks (twice a month) for 1 to 1.5 hours for approximately 6 months.  This works out to approximately 20 hours (not a huge commitment, but a significant amount of time to build a strong friendship). In addition to bi-monthly meetings, English Conversation Partners are expected to attend the following group meetings. 
Commitment and Training Format

1. 90-Minute Orientation Meeting 
2. 1-Hour Report on Progress 
3. End of Year Banquet 
4. (Optional) Testimonies in Sunday Services 
Get ready for a fun and unique international experience!

1. 90-Minute Orientation Meeting 
45 Minutes: Training session for English Conversation Partners (ECP’s)
45 Minutes: Students are introduced to their ECP for their first “meeting”

Note: Please keep in mind that before the session ends today, partners must decide on the next meeting date, time and location (Within two weeks from today). This should be the case with every meeting. Never leave 3 weeks between meetings. It is too easy to lose touch. 
In this orientation meeting we will discuss the following:

A. Meeting location – Recommended length of meeting is 1- 1.5 hours
This should be decided on, today. Choose an open, public area, such as:

-Libraries

-Food Courts


-Cafes

-Parks


-Universities
-Church (we can reserve rooms on Saturday mornings)

Note: 90% of students live within a 10 mile radius of the church. Try to meet in an area that is central to both of you but be aware that not everyone may have transportation.

B. What to do if you need to re-schedule
      -NEVER cancel a meeting, always reschedule

      -Try to give 24 hours notice (Make sure you have the student's phone number)
      -Agree for each other to call in case of emergencies- leave a message

C. Keep a log of each meeting (see Appendix I)
-These logs will be useful in the report on progress meeting, as well as for reminding you of where you left the last meeting. 

D.  Be aware of cultural differences

Time: In some cultures tardiness is more acceptable than others. If you have to wait,   use the time to pray. Don’t feel bad about keeping your scheduled end time.

Personal Space: All cultures have different ideas of personal space. Be sensitive that your partner’s idea may be different from yours. For example, French people kiss each other when they meet, Hispanic people use their hands a lot, and Muslims do not touch with their left hand, as it is considered ‘unclean.’ 
      Eye Contact: Be sensitive that in some cultures eye contact is not encouraged.

Foods: If you invite your student to eat out or at your home, keep in mind that some cultures and religions forbid certain foods. For example, Jewish people and Muslims do not eat pork. 

Note: Smile and enjoy the time. This is not a square to fill. God has given us an opportunity to touch a person's life for good. Feel free to use the first couple of meetings to get to know your partner using the print out provided in Appendix II, as well as through their cultural differences.  

E.  Discussion Topics


Holidays: Make use of holidays (American and foreign) by preparing information on celebrations in each month, as well as asking the student to do the same for holidays or celebrations in their country. For example: American Thanksgiving next month. 


Cultural Issues: Events, food, sports, hobbies, history, literature, folk stories, TV shows, etc. from both countries.

Idioms & Colloquial Phrases: For example, “These days IPods are a dime a dozen.” Use an ESL idiom book to teach useful idioms (If interested, we can order books for a small cost) 

 
Newspaper/Magazine Articles: Bring an article that you think may interest the student which is at their “ESL level.” Or, ask the student to bring an article they are interested in reading. Alternate sending articles via internet (if applicable) to each other, one week prior to the meeting. Practice by reading the article out loud. Alternate reading paragraphs to improve speaking and listening skills. (Appendix II)

Book Excerpts: See above


Recipes: Use recipes to teach common words for ingredients, foods, and to teach verbs and measurements. This will help families. 


Bible: Use scripture passages to teach English while also introducing Christianity into your discussions. (See examples of curriculum for ESL Bible Studies in Appendix III or contact Cheryl & Andy for some sample Bible lessons.)

Maps: As a technique, bring a small US and World Map. You will refer to it often.  

Photos of family etc: Bring pictures of your family and have the student bring some of theirs.  Ask every conceivable question you can about the pictures. Don't be afraid to take notes about family members’ names, ages, location etc. Have the student write them out for you. Then, keep them for future reference.  If someone in the family is in poor health, always ask about them and tell them that you are praying for their recovery. Everyone appreciates prayer. 

General Note: Come to each meeting prepared to talk about something or read something.  As a technique, bring a newspaper article.  (Not too long, but uplifting).  If your conversation time runs out of steam, pull out the article and have the student read aloud.  This is a good exercise since most students shy away from newspapers because they take too long to read and are usually hard to understand.  Most articles will have new vocabulary, abbreviations and idioms which usually generate a lively discussion.  

F.  Ending the meeting and planning the next

As the scheduled ending time is approaching, the ECP can casually mention scheduling the next meeting to signal the time is coming to an end. Use an index card or scratch paper to record the next date, time, and location so both the ECP and the student has a copy.
See Appendix II for the interview and a questionnaire that will help partners get to know one another today during the 45-minute session to follow
GENERAL POINTERS FOR CONVERSATION PARTNERS:
1. When reading aloud, don’t worry too much about accent issues (some accents you can’t correct). Regarding mistakes, the student is learning English therefore they will make lots of mistakes. Be gentle in giving any kind of correction. Instead of, "NO! It's not pronounced that way," try saying something like: "Americans pronounce this word here in this way. Try it. Great!" Be generous with compliments.  Everyone wants encouragement. 

2. Don’t feel pressure to invite students to your home right away. Wait until you have developed a bond. Having said that, don’t feel that you need to invite your student to your house at any time. 

3. Pray for your students regularly and for opportunities to discuss spiritual things with them.
4. In addition to keeping a log (Appendix I), keep us (ECP coordinators) informed of any good or bad experiences you may have. 

5. If either the student or the Conversation Partner is unable to continue being a partner, be sure to discuss this decision together and to inform the coordinators immediately, in order that a replacement Partner or student can be assigned. 

6. If there are more students than Conversation partners available, surplus students will go onto a waiting list.
7. Please make sure that you are walking closely with the Lord.  If you are the only Christian they know, what will they think of Jesus?
8. Inform the student about other ministries and groups available at the church (See Appendix IV)
9.   Consider the possibilities for evangelism with respect to the following statements:
 
"Successful evangelism is when a Christian is available for God to use in another person's life. Through your availability, you help the other person move in a positive direction, whether or not that means coming immediately into a relationship with God."








International Students Inc.  (ISI)
  In other words: 
“Everything I do should be to point the person towards Christ, yet I don't need to unload the whole truckload at once. God may be using me as just one of many steps to bring that person to Himself.” 




       George Lawrence, English Conversation Program Coordinator
2. 1-Hour Report on Progress 
In this orientation meeting ECP will meet to discuss the following:

A. Report on what works and what doesn’t in terms of English instruction
B. Report on what works and what doesn’t in terms of Evangelism techniques

C. Exchange ideas
Note: ECP’s should bring their logs, and any other memos they have kept.

3.  End of Year Banquet 

At this banquet, ECP’s will not have to work; they can sit back and relax, as the coordinators will:

A. Honor the English Conversation Partners for their hard work and dedication with a delicious meal and a certificate of participation

B. Provide the ECP’s with a summary of the program based on the logs submitted by ECP’s 

C. Provide an opportunity for people to sign up to be ECP’s again for the Spring/Summer session

4. (Optional) Testimonies in Sunday Services 
We would like all ECP’s to consider giving a 3-5 minute testimony about your experiences working together with internationals in the English Conversation Partner Program. We would like you to report on:
A. What you have learned 

B. How you feel you have helped the international you are working with

C. Something unique about the experience

D. How you have been able to share the Gospel

E. Why you would encourage others to get involved in the program

APPENDICES
I – MEETING LOG FOR ENGLISH CONVERSATION PARTNERS
II – LESSON IDEAS
1) Introductions and discussion ideas

2) Sample reading activity with questions

III – EVANGELISM ACTIVITIES
1) Multiple Choice Bible Trivia

2) Bible Passages on Salvation – How to Become a Christian
3) Summary of the History of the Spread of Christianity
Note: A booklet called “Jesus and the Bible” is also available 
IV – INFORMATON ON OTHER MINISTRIES FOR
        INTERNATIONALS AT IMMANUEL BIBLE CHURCH
1) Ethnic fellowships in several languages

2) International ABF 

3) English ABF at 12:20 

4) Immanuel’s Hope 
V – CONTACT INFORMATION FOR ESL PROGRAM COORDINATORS

APPENDIX I
English Conversation Partner:

Name: ____________________ Phone: _______________ E-mail: ________________

International ESL Student: 

Name: ____________________ Phone: _______________ E-mail: ________________
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Get to Know Each Other: English Conversation Partners and Internationals

Ask each other: 

1. What is your name? _________________________

2. Where are you from? _________________________

3. What languages do you speak? _________________________

4. Where do you live now (City or County only)? _________________________

5. How long have you been living in Virginia? _________________________

How long do you plan to stay? 

6. Do you have family in Virginia? _________________________

7. Are you single, married? _________________________

8. Do you have any children? _________________________

9. What are your hobbies?  _________________________


Do I like to cook?


Do I like watching television or going to movies?


Do you like sports? 



Others?

10. Do you read the newspaper everyday? _________________________

11. Do you like listening to or playing music? _________________________

12. When is your Birthday? _________________________

13. Are you working or a student? _________________________

14. How do you get to work or to church? _________________________


Do you take the bus?


Do you drive a car?


Do you walk?


Do you take the Metro?

15. When is the best time to meet for you? _________________________


In the evening?


In the morning?


On weekdays? 


On weekends?
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International Student Questionnaire

1. How long have you been studying English? _________________________

2. Have you ever studied English in a classroom setting? _________________________


High School?


Language School?


Immanuel Bible Church?

Other?

3. What areas of your English do you most want to work on (improve)?

__ vocabulary

__ idioms

__ business English

__ writing

__ reading

__ pronunciation 
__ idioms


__ listening

__ every day English
__ grammar

__ telephone English 

__ other

4. Have you ever been to Church before – at Immanuel or any other church? 

    If yes, where? ________________________________

5. Do you have a religion? ________________________________

COMMENTS:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
MEETINGS: Twice a month, for 1 – 1.5 hours.
If you can’t make a meeting, be sure to call 24 hours in advance to reschedule 

YOUR NEXT MEETING:

DATE: ________________________________

TIME: ________________________________

LOCATION: ________________________________

THINGS TO BRING/PREPARE: ______________________

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT:

PHONE: ________________ E-MAIL: ___________

ENGLISH CONVERSATION PARTNER:

PHONE: ________________ E-MAIL: ___________
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Sample reading activity with questions

The truth about fats

By Sue Eitelgeorge
Published: Friday, September 30, 2005 11:11 PM EDT
http://www.dcexaminer.com/articles/2005/10/20//features/nutrition/99nutrition02fat.txt 
When area residents were asked, "If you could eat only one food for the rest of your life, what would it be?" we got some interesting answers:

"McDonald's french fries" - John Harrington, 27, Arlington

"Ben and Jerry's Chocolate Chip Cookie Dough ice cream" - Cassie Wilson, 19, Washington

"Peanut butter" - Frenchie Carlton, 12, Upper Marlboro

"Grilled steak" - Pierre Greene, 54, Washington

"Cheese fondue" - Chris Ellison, 33, Alexandria

"Anything, as long as it is made from chocolate" - Kerry Kennedy, 47, Potomac

Put on your nutritionist's cap and ask yourself, what do all these foods have in common? The answer? Fat. We all know it - fat tastes good. Actually, fat tastes great.

Nutritional anthropologists theorize that humans developed a taste for fat very early in our evolution. Fat is the most energy efficient nutrient - it provides more than twice the calories of carbohydrate or protein. Back before there was a McDonald's on every corner, our ancestors never knew when there would be a food shortage. Because fat provides so much energy (in the form of calories) early humans sought it out whenever possible. Whether or not the theory holds water doesn't really matter to today's dieters - the bottom line is that most of us like foods that contain fat. Thanks to the low-fat diet crazes of the 1980s and '90s most of us still consider fat bad. But new research shows that there are actually good fats - nutrients that not only satisfy, but are good for you.

The good

Good fats are pretty easy to identify - for the most part, fats that are liquid at room temperature are good for you. Nutritionists divide them into mono and polyunsaturated fats. You don't need a degree in nutrition, however, to find fats that are healthful. As a general rule, if a fat is derived from a fish, vegetable or a nut, it's healthful. Of course that includes olive oil, canola oil, sesame oil and all sorts of delicious and exotic nut oils (like walnut, macadamia and almond). These oils are sources of omega-3 fatty acids (the same stuff you find in salmon and flaxseeds). Research shows that including them in your diet - especially if they replace bad fats - can help prevent heart disease, high blood pressure and possibly some cancers.

The bad

On the other hand, if a fat is solid at room temperature (like butter, lard or cheese) it is probably saturated and not so good for you. Most nutritionists recommend that you get less than 10 percent of you daily calories from these fats. Think of it this way - if a fat is solid at room temperature, it is also going to be "solid" in your blood, and will be more likely to cause blockages (which can lead to heart attacks and strokes). There is absolutely nothing wrong with a little red meat, some cheese or some butter. If you eat wisely, you have room in your diet for them.

"I could never give up steak, but knowing what I do about heart disease running in my family, I have it as an occasional treat - pretty much only once or twice a month," Greene says.

The really ugly

Have you heard the dire warnings about trans fats? Take heed because the news isn't good. Trans fats are, for the most part, a human innovation. Healthier fats, like corn oil, aren't especially stable at room temperature (they have a tendency to go rancid) and they aren't easy to bake with. So scientists bombard them in a lab with hydrogen molecules that solidifies them. Think Crisco. Trans fats, usually labeled "partially hydrogenated" on food labels, are suspected to be particularly bad for us, and have been linked most damningly with increased rates of heart disease.

Starting in 2006 the FDA will require all labels to list the amount of trans fat in a food, but for now, we're on our own. Most commercial baked goods - cookies, cakes, crackers, pastries - contain trans fats. Stick and tub margarine are also loaded with them. Fast foods are also sources of trans fat. Look for foods that have been labeled "trans fat free."

Sue is a clincial dietitian at Georgetown University Hospital. E-mail her at sxec@gunet.georgetown.edu.
Sample Questions:
1. Are there any new words (vocabulary) that you want to go over?

2. What is the article about? Can you give a short summary in 3-4 sentences?
3. Do you agree with the article?

4. Is there similar concern about fats in your country?
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Multiple Choice Bible Trivia

How much do you know about the Bible?

1. How many books are there in the Bible?

A. One

B. Two
C. Forty-Four

D. Sixty-Six

2. What is the first book of the Bible?

A. Exodus
B. Matthew
C. Revelation

D. Genesis

3. Which is not a book from the Bible?

A. Psalms
B. Numbers
C. George
D. James

4. How many books are in the Old Testament?

A. Forty-Seven
B. Twelve
C. Thirty-Nine

D. Four

5. What important event separates the Old Testament and the New Testament?

      A. Jesus’ birth

B. The extinction of the dinosaurs

C. Jesus’ death
D. The fall of Rome

6. Who wrote the Bible?

A. No one wrote it, it fell from the sky


B. A man in a cave in Egypt


C. Forty people from all different backgrounds and occupations


D. Twelve priests in Medieval times

7. What is the last book of the Bible?

 
A. John
B. Revelation

C. 2 Kings
D. Galatians

8. Who wrote 14 of the books of the New Testament?

 
A. Jesus
B. James
C. Paul

D. Peter

9. In what language(s) was the Bible originally written?

A. Spanish



B. Latin & English


      C. Aramaic, Hebrew, & Greek
D. Hebrew

      10. The Bible is the best selling book in the history of the world.

      A. True
B. False

      11. The Bible was written over a period of how many years?



A. 2 years
B. 60 years
C. 200 years

D. > 1600 years

      12. Who wrote the first 5 books of the Bible?



A. An Angel 

B. No one knows
C. Moses
D. Jesus
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Passages on Salvation – How to Become a Christian

1. Sin

Romans 3:23


   23All have done wrong and all are far from being as good as God. 

2. Forgiveness of Sin

1 John 1:8-10 

   8Do we say, `We have no wrong ways'? Then we are fooling ourselves, and we do not know what is true. 

   9Let us tell God about our wrong ways. God can be trusted. He does what is right. He will forgive us for the wrong things we have done. He will make us clean from all that was wrong. 

   10Do we say, `We have not done anything wrong'? This is like saying that God is not true. That means we do not accept God's word. 

3. Sacrifice 

Hebrews 9:13-15
   13The priest takes the blood of bulls and goats, and the ashes from a young cow that has been burned. He puts this on the people who have done wrong things. This makes their bodies clean. 

   14If the blood of animals can do that, then the blood of Christ will clean our hearts much better. Christ gave himself to God as the sacrifice. He did this by the Spirit who lives for ever. He was a perfect sacrifice. He will clean our hearts from useless acts of worship. Then we can serve the living God. 

   15That is why he is the middle man of a new agreement. He died and paid for the wrong things that were done under the first agreement. Because he is a middle man, those people who are called by God can have what he promised. This will belong to them for ever.

1 John 2: 1, 2

   1My children, I am writing these things to you so that you will not do wrong things. But if anyone does something wrong, we have a Friend to help us. He speaks to God for us. He is Jesus Christ who does what is right. 

   2He himself is the sacrifice God offered to pay for the wrong we have done. And he pays for the wrong things all people in all the world have done. 

4. Faith and Salvation

Romans 10:9-13
   9If you say with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and if you believe in your heart that God has raised Christ from death, you will be saved. 

   12The Jews and other people are alike. The same Lord is Lord of all people. He richly blesses all who call out to him. 

   13The holy writings say, `Everyone who calls out to the Lord will be saved.' 

Ephesians 2:8 

   8You have been saved by God's love and kindness because you believed. It was not because of anything you did, but it was a gift from God. 

5. Calling yourself a Christian
Acts 11:26  

   26…So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.

Other Passages to Explore: 

Acts 17: 16 - 34

1 John 4 & 5
Ephesians 1: 1 – 23
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Summary of the Spread of Christianity
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Year:__________0________33 A.D._____>33A.D. – 60 A.D. _________2005 A.D._
Event: 
B.C.
 Jesus is born
Jesus dies
 Paul’s ministry


Immanuel ESL Program

New vocabulary: 

- Bible verses

- Paul 

-ministry
-Christian 
- missionary



- Jerusalem (Israel)
- foreign countries

- 50-60 A.D 
- special message 


- to tell 


- one true God


- Jesus Christ
- idols



- to listen

- to beat    
- prison   
- journey  
- Athens, Greece


- religious people

- to pray          
- to teach     
-  to be shocked      


- to believe
 
- letters

- new believers               

Bible verses: Acts 17: 16-34 (Paul’s ministry in Athens)
Paul was a Christian missionary. He traveled from Jerusalem (Israel) to many foreign countries around 50 – 60 A.D. Paul always had a special message to tell the people about God and Jesus Christ. Many people did not want to listen to Paul, so they beat Paul, and he was also put in prison in some countries, but he did not give up. During his second journey to Athens, Greece, he saw that there were many idols (stone status of gods). The people in Athens were religious people who prayed to these idols, but they did not understand who God was. Paul tried to teach the people about the one true God. The people listened, and some people were shocked, some people believed in this God, and other people wanted to learn more about Paul’s God. Paul and his fellow missionaries wrote many letters to the new believers in these countries. Some of the letters were made into books of the Bible, such at Acts. 

1. Who is Paul? Why did he go to Athens, Greece? What message was he trying to share?

2. Did the people in the foreign countries like Paul? 

3. How do we know this journey really happened? What proof is there?

APPENDIX IV
International Ministries at Your Local Church

List ALL opportunities your church offers specifically for Internationals: ESL class information, ethnic fellowships, Bible studies, outreach programs (food and clothing pantries) etc. Include websites, schedules and contact information.  
Another listing of special church-wide events that would be especially welcoming to Internationals is also recommended.  This list may include Holiday choir concerts, Women’s Teas, church day trips or perhaps retreats.  Such information will allow the ECPs to meet more of the church membership in hopes of experiencing Christ in community.  This is helpful to both conversation partners as they also may choose to jointly participate in service projects, events or classes. 

APPENDIX V

Contact Information for ECP and ESL Program Coordinators

	Name
	Responsibilities
	Telephone
	E-mail
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